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Alphonse Avitabile, Diana Sammataro : The Beekeeper's Handbook, Third Edition  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Beekeeper's Handbook, Third Edition: 

83 of 85 people found the following review helpful. Best Beekeeping book I've seen!By A Professional ConsumerI 
have most of the "standard" beekeeping books in my library, but this book is the best! The most logical and complete 
book I have seen yet, and very well illustrated. Logically written and yet interesting just to sit down and read. But it 
also does a great job of covering details of beekeeping and answering both basic and more complex questions of the 
hobby. Highly recommended!8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. A must have for all beekeeper 
enthusiast!By Wilson802When I first began keeping honey bees, The Beekeeper's Handbook, Third Edition was one 
of two books on beekeeping that I purchased. This particular book is easy to read, and it provides excellent visuals. It 
also has an intuitive layout for finding what you need. I'm three years into the wonderful world of apiculture and this 
book is pulled off the shelf several times throughout the season to aid me along the way e.g. "when should I reverse 
my hives, and which method should I use?" or I'm thinking of making my own nucs this year, so I'm going to see what 
the authors have to say on this subject.In summary, this book is worth the extra money--you will use it for years to 
come. The Beekeeper's Handbook, Third Edition6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. A "must-have" for 
the beekeeper.By Mr John LittleI bought this book on the strength of previous reviews and it has certainly been a 
worthwhile purchase. Working with bees here in Japan this, among all of the books I have, is the first point of 
reference when I come across something which I don't understand or haven't seen before. If I was forced to choose one 
reference for beekeeping and give up all of the rest, this would be the one.The physical format of the book makes it a 
little difficult to tote around as commuter reading and, while the illustrations are well drawn and quite clear, it would 
still benefit from some photographs (see "Keeping Bees And Making Honey" by Benjamin and McCallum for a 
complementary volume to this, which will captivate anyone with the slightest interest in beekeeping). Despite those 
minor drawbacks, this is still a five-star choice and a "must-have" for beekeepers.
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Diana Sammataro and Alphonse Avitabile have revised and expanded their clear and comprehensive guide to cover 
changes in beekeeping. They discuss the crisis created by the parasitic bee mites. In less than a decade, for example, 
Varroa mites have saturated the North American honeybee population with disastrous results, devastating both 
managed and wild populations. The new edition of The Beekeeper's Handbook covers mite detection and control as 
well as the selection and testing of bees that may have some tolerance to mites.*Serves as a comprehensive well-
illustrated introduction for beginners and a valuable reference for the experienced beekeeper.*Outlines options for 
each operation within beekeeping, listing advantages and disadvantages of each alternative.*Provides easy-to-follow 
directions and diagrams.*Includes glossary and updated bibliography suggesting more detailed information on the 
topics discussed.

"The text is presented in a very readable way and the diagrams are some of the clearest I have seen for a long 
time."Claire Waring, Bee Craft"An updated and expanded volume that goes into exhaustive minute details about all 
practical aspects of beekeeping. . . . Superbly illustrated. Fascinating section on the anatomy of bees."Northeastern 
Naturalist"A comprehensive, well-illustrated introduction for beginners and a valuable reference for the experienced 
beekeeper. The book outlines options for each operation within beekeeping, listing advantages and disadvantages of 
each alternative. There are easy-to-follow directions and diagrams. One of the best features is a glossary and an 
updated bibliography."AB Bookman's Weekly"An elegant reference book. . . Beautiful illustrations."Whole Earth"For 
two decades The Beekeeper's Handbook has guided thousands of beginning and advanced beekeepers in the how-tos 
of this entertaining and profitable pastime. . . . This third edition brings beekeeping to the threshold of the twenty-first 
century, with all its challenges. . . . Simply put, it is the best of the best of beekeeping books."Roger A. Morse, from 
the ForewordFrom the Back Cover"For two decades The Beekeeper's Handbook has guided thousands of beginning 
and advanced beekeepers in the how-to's of this entertaining and profitable pastime. . . . This third edition brings 
beekeeping to the threshold of the twenty-first century, with all its challenges. . . . Simply put, it is the best of the best 
of beekeeping books."--Roger A. Morse, from the ForewordAbout the AuthorDiana Sammataro is Postdoctoral 
Researcher in the Department of Entomology Extension Bee Laboratory of The Ohio State University. Alphonse 
Avitabile is Emeritus Professor of Biology at the University of Connecticut, Waterbury. 


