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Jeffrey K. Johnson : Super-history: Comic Book Superheroes and American Society, 1938 to the Present  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Super-history: Comic Book 
Superheroes and American Society, 1938 to the Present: 

9 of 11 people found the following review helpful. Must-have for comics historians and knowledgeable comics 
readersBy DKThis outstanding history of American comic books not only uses American history to understand 
comics, it uses comics to understand American history. The well-written survey carefully and humorously takes the 
reader through the 20th and into the 21st Centuries, exploring each comic book's heroes, plots, and cultural 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0786465646


significance. Each section is thoughtful and shows not only an historian's meticulous eye for analysis, but also a comic-
book lover's enthusiasm. A deeply interesting look at how comic books both reflect and affect popular culture. Very 
suitable both for students and for pleasure reading. --Donna Knaff0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. 
Five StarsBy Gregory M.great3 of 9 people found the following review helpful. Great bookBy Charity RoseMy 
daughter is writing a term paper on the Marketing of Super Heroes. She got this book to help with her research. She 
found it very helpful.

In the less than eight decades since Superman's debut in 1938, comic book superheroes have become an indispensable 
part of American society and the nation's dominant mythology. They represent America's hopes, dreams, fears, and 
needs. As a form of popular literature, superhero narratives have closely mirrored trends and events in the nation. This 
study views American history from 1938 to 2010 through the lens of superhero comics, revealing the spandex-clad 
guardians to be not only fictional characters but barometers of the place and time in which they reside.
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