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Jim Kelly : HO Railroad from Start to Finish (Model Railroad Handbook, No 36)  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised HO Railroad from Start to Finish (Model Railroad 
Handbook, No 36): 

18 of 18 people found the following review helpful. A Great StartBy John A Lee IIIBuilding a model railroad is fun 
but doing more than the "oval track" needs some skills that all starters to not have. Often, modelers learn by doing and 
learn a lot from mistakes. This is valuable experience but it is also frustrating. This book attempts to address this 
problem by presenting the construction of a very modest but still well though out layout that is simple.This book is 
made up of reprints of a series of articles from MODEL RAILROADER MAGAZINE. It starts with a simple idea. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0890241554


The layout must be simple to build and not too messy. Each article covers a different facet and the result is a nice little 
railroad.Among the topics considered are the building of the table, laying track, building basic plastic kits of buildings, 
building of some basic car kits along with Kadee couplers, adding specialized track, adding streets, simple kitbashing 
of plastic structure kits, adding a backdrop, adding water features, weathering, building relief and scenery, control 
systems, scratchbuilt wood structures, metal structure kits, using mirrors to make a scene look larger, making rocks, 
adding foliage, building a tunnel, adding signals and operating of the railroad in a realistic manner. Each article is 
simple but teaches foundational skills.It is well done.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. This is a great 
book, chock full of ideasBy SpikeI am a 2nd time newbie (1st was as a teenager). Where to start? This is a great book, 
chock full of ideas. The prices are way out dated, but it gives you a place to start your internet investigations. There is 
a nice layout shown and I jumped in and bought all the recommended track. Shortly, I found another Layout that I 
liked and the plan changed. I'm stuck with a lot of track I can't see a need for right now. So find your layout first. Then 
adapt the simple guides in this book to your needs. the book features simple Balsa wood projects, Plastic kit projects. 
Weathering techniques for Track, Rolling Stock and Buildings. "How to" Build mountains, Tunnels and Hills.This is 
not for the people who want to set up a railroad around the Xmas tree once a year. Diffinetly for project people. Great 
starter manual.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy cheesemanHas offered many good ideas 
I hope to use in my outlet

Provides the construction steps for building a walkaround 4 x 8 layout. Photographs, diagrams, and helful instructions 
show how to construct benchwork and scenery, lay track, build detailed structures, weather freight cars, and more.


