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Matt Joseph : Automotive Sheet Metal Forming Fabrication (S-A Design)  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Automotive Sheet Metal Forming Fabrication (S-A Design): 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. This book didn't measure upBy PaulI was not happy with this book. 
It tells you what can be done with sheet metal forming, but doesn't give you any idea on really how to do it. Gives you 
pictures on a work in progress, but not any steps on how they got there. I thought this book was not worth the money.0 
of 0 people found the following review helpful. Automotive Sheet Metal Forming Fabrication (SA Design)By 
Customernot what I expected. lacking in information for sheet metal work. a hood scoop would be a better project for 
this book0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Robert L. RitterBoy these guys sure make it 
look easy.

Sheet metal forming and fabrication is an essential automotive art. Creating door skins, fenders, hoods, and a myriad 
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of other components from sheetmetal is a crucial skill for restoring many muscle cars, building custom parts for hot 
rods, and fabricating parts for classic or competition cars. While many specialized and expensive tools are used to 
form sheet metal into a functional and finished part, simple metal working hammers, dollies, anvils, and shot bags can 
be used to create parts with complex curves and crowns. This book shows the inclined enthusiast how to design and 
fabricate with inexpensive and simple tools as well as how to fabricate parts using more specialized tools, such as an 
English wheel. Automotive Sheet Metal Forming Fabrication provides the know-how for people who are working, or 
want to work, along the nearly endless learning curve of this craft. It instructs in most of the common processes and 
operations in sheet metal fabrication work. These are the basic ones that you can accomplish with some work, and 
with access to fairly modest tools and equipment. It focuses on how to perform most of the basic operations and tasks 
used in metal forming and fabrication. Of course, some of the more exotic tools, equipment, and techniques in this 
field also get attention in this book, but the emphasis is largely on the reliable basics of this work. This volume shows 
novice metal workers how to apply force and use fine judgment, and through close observation, creativity, ingenuity, 
and restraint, create almost any metal part. Wire welders, metal shears and brakes, planishing hammers, and 
shrinker/stretchers are readily available and affordable, and therefore, metal forming is no longer the exclusive art of 
professional craftsmen. In turn, simple to more complex fabrication and metal forming tasks are within the reach of 
adept enthusiasts, and this book comprehensively explains how to accomplish these fun and satisfying tasks. 
Enthusiasts are shown how to work steel, aluminum, and some other metals, and how to select a metal for a particular 
part fabrication. This book also discusses how to determine elastic limits as well as how to shrink and expand metal, 
heating and annealing, and may other metal working techniques.

Automotive Sheet Metal Forming Fabrication is another CarTech book that would make a great auto shop teaching 
text. - --Mopar Scene, Sept. 2011An essential book for the beginner and expert alike. - --TotalKitCar, reviewed by 
Steve Hole, Sept/Oct 2011An essential book for the beginner and expert alike. ---TotalKitCar, reviewed by Steve 
Hole, Sept/Oct 2011From the Back CoverCreating door skins, fenders, hoods, and a variety of other components from 
sheet metal is a crucial skill for building hot rods, restoring many classic cars, and fabricating parts for competition 
cars. While many specialized and expensive tools may be used to form sheet metal into functional and finished parts, 
simple and affordable tools, such as metal working hammers, dollies, anvils, and shot bags, can be used to create parts 
with complex curves and crowns for many projects. Automotive Sheet Metal Forming Fabrication provides instruction 
and information for you to become a skilled metal craftsman. This book shows the enthusiast how to design and 
fabricate with inexpensive and simple tools, as well as how to fabricate parts using more specialized tools, such as an 
English wheel. Author Matt Joseph explains how to use a wide range of specialized metal working tools and 
equipment, including wire welders, metal shears and brakes, planishing hammers, and shrinker/stretchers. He shows 
how to work steel and aluminum, and how to select the right metals for fabricating various kinds of parts. This book 
also discusses how to determine elastic limits as well as how to shrink and expand metal, heating and annealing, and 
many other metal working techniques. This book contains useful instruction and information for metal workers, from 
novice to intermediate and even advanced, on how to apply force and use good judgment, thorough planning, close 
observation, creativity, and restraint to create almost any metal part. With this book, simple to complex fabrication and 
metal forming tasks are within the reach of adept enthusiasts.About the AuthorA history professor by trade, Matt 
Joseph's automotive passion was inherited from his father early on. Matt has been published in more than 1,800 feature 
articles, and was a contributing editor for magazines such as Skinned Knuckles and Cars Parts. He has hosted two 
automotive themed radio talk programs, and presently works in TV. He continues to work as an industry consultant, 
providing services to corporate, financial, and government clients on various aspects of automotive design, marketing, 
advertising, publications, and policy. 


