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Mary Brewer : Art of Mail Armor: How to Make Your Own  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised Art of Mail Armor: How to Make Your Own: 

60 of 61 people found the following review helpful. Anything but artBy Hector D. MolinaFor a book that is supposed 
to be a "how-to-book" this book is missing the point.1. Some of the photos are blurry and it is hard to tell what a the 
"weave" looks like.2. It only covers a very small selection of weaves to try.3. Instead of the book showing you the 
correct way of making mail it shows the shortcut versions of already simple patterns. This in turn makes the mail look 
cheap to the trained eye.4. The names of the patterns are inconsistant with the terminology being used by most mailers 
around the world. What is called chinese chain 1 in the book is actually a box weave, what is called a chinese chain 2 
is actually a byzantine weave, and a 6 in 2 is actually a Japanese Hex.5. When mail is done correctly it should seem to 
flow together and rest on the wearer as if were a second skin. Unfortunately, many of the items in this book seem to be 
pieced together with many "seams" visible.If you are interested in learning about mail armor I DO NOT recommend 
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this book. Learn from the people who's passion of mail armor shows in their work. You can find great information on 
the internet by doing a simple searh for Chain maille.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent book 
on making your own chainmailleBy Nik88This is an excellent book for those interested in working on medieval 
chainmaille. For those serious about learning about and making their own armour I would also recommend reading 
Techniques of Medieval Armour Reproduction The 14th Century by Brian Price.1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. This is a great find!By LizHad great ideas. Didn't show useless ideas or hard to find materials. My son 
had the biggest smile and immediately dove into this book. I'm so happy that he was happy with this gift.

Picture yourself in a full set of shining mail armor at your next reenactment, fair or costume party. And the best part is 
that you can say you made it yourself. The Art of Mail Armor shows you how to start with a piece of wire and end 
with a finished garment that costs a fraction of what it would ready-made and fits perfectly because it was custom 
made just for you. The book features seven original patterns from the author and step-by-step diagrams and 
instructions for attractive coifs (head coverings), hauberks (shirts), gauntlets, (gloves) and bishop's collars, as well as 
juggling balls, necklaces, belts, crosses and other jewelry. Find out how easy it is to assemble your tool kit and 
materials; acquire the best wire for specific items; measure for a perfect fit; join, enlarge, round, angle and fit sleeves; 
and incorporate decorative trimmings and inlays to make your designs truly unique. Also learn some quick and easy 
tricks for keeping your pieces clean and shiny - with no scrubbing or expensive commercial cleaners. Whether you are 
a Renaissance or medieval enthusiast, reenactor, historian, martial artist, jewelry designer or just someone with an 
interest in armor, you'll want to add this book to your library. Even experienced mail makers will find new ideas and 
techniques.
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