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Epictetus; George Long : A Selection from The Discourses of Epictetus with The Encheiridion  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Selection from The 
Discourses of Epictetus with The Encheiridion: 

17 of 17 people found the following review helpful. A Stoic philosopher who was a slave - an interesting view of 
lifeBy Jeffrey Van WagonerFirst off, I'll review this Kindle edition. This is a very basic edition with no hyperlinks in 
the table of contents. There are also no footnotes. There are page numbers. These issues were not a big problem for me 
since it was such a short book. Since the translation was clear, and the references to historical events were familiar to 
me, I saw no need for extensive footnotes. Overall, I would give this simple Kindle edition 3 stars. This is quite a short 
book, 129 pages or 2199 `locations'.This translation was by George Long and was originally published in 1888. It 
contains a short biographical note about the life of Epictetus. Very little is known, other than he was a slave that was 
allowed to teach philosophy back in the early 2nd century CE. He was a stoic and these writings reflect that. The 
discourses take up the majority of the book and consist of short essays on various subjects. The last 20 pages of the 
book consist of the Encheiridion (or Manual), which are even shorter snippets of advice. This is classic wisdom 
literature.I feel that his experience as a slave influenced his philosophy in a very interesting and positive way. He 
talked a lot about what we can control versus what we cannot control. We can control our own happiness or character, 
but cannot control what others do to us. He puts a lot of emphasis on how we can be in command of our own will and 
should not let others have power over it. Overall, I liked his philosophy. Here is a slave that was not about to let others 
destroy his life or happiness.I gave the content 5 stars for an overall rating of 4 stars. I highly recommend reading this 
to anyone interested in philosophy in general. I have not explored other versions on the Kindle; it would be nice to 
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have hyperlinks.2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Epictetus: "Paul", the "Pagan" Worshipper of 
ZeusBy DewayneLong's selection of discourses by Epictetus disturb the nave Christian believer whose confidence is 
that those of antiquity embraced their gods foolishly, and perhaps innocently. This work proves that intelligence 
reigned as the gift separating men from other speciessince life's beginning. Our search for answers goes back to the 
beginning of homo sapien sapien.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Incomplete! Check the Preview 
and Compare To Other SourcesBy Will IraceThis is not the unabridged Discourses. Huge chunks are missing. Take 
chapter one. There is a passage which begins, "But what says Zeus?" that passage, along with a story about Nero and 
Lateranus, is missing from this edition.I'd advise finding an edition which is faithful to the George Long translation.

Small hardcover volume. 260 pages. No dust jacket. Gilt top edge. Decorated cover with gilt ornaments. 1893 or 
before.


